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Brief Remarks – Opening Session of Mining Safety Seminar   

Hon. Raphael G. C. Trotman, M. P.  July 13, 2016 

Ladies and Gentlemen, partners in the natural resources sector, staff of the Natural 

Resources sector agencies, mining sector employees and other special invitees, a 

pleasant good morning.   

The story of mining in Guyana has been one of glorious triumphs and ignominious 

tragedies. In fact, the harrowing adventures of the pork-knocker navigating rushing 

waterfalls, fighting off "tigers" and escaping collapsing pits adds to the folklore of an 

exciting and dangerous yet immensely rewarding industry. But what about the stories of 

those who didn't survive; the countless who lose their lives or limbs and leave behind 

grieving and broken families. It is their story that this seminar seeks to focus on today.  

The loss of these good souls has left an imprint on the lives of thousands of Guyanese 

and we can no longer continue with business as usual without revisiting our systems for 

operating, monitoring and modernising our mining sector.  Unfortunately, we have lost, 

according to our records, 31 miners over the past two years - due to mining pits 

collapsing, and whilst we cannot restore their lives, we can certainly honour their 

memories by making mining safer for those who remain as active contributors to our 

country’s development. To paraphrase a popular slogan: "All lives matter, miners' lives 

matter". 

The profile of the average miner who has lost his life in recent times is of a young, 

inexperienced and eager patriot who feels that the opportunities in the urban centres are 

too few, and too restricted, to allow him a fair chance of success so he turns to the 

"bush" - seeking to make a fortune, and at the same time, to define his manhood and 

establish his credentials as a self sufficient and contributing member of society. It is he 

who takes care of his and his family's affairs. From this profile we can see an industry, 

that for the most part, is hinged on a desperation to succeed, which in turn leads to 

recklessness; compounded by acute ignorance of the the basic aspects of the engineering 

and physics behind the construction of safe mines, and ultimately, and inevitably, 

accidents occur where the number one (1) cause is found to be negligence.  
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In these circumstances, a road map for addressing what has become the most prominent 

scourge in the sector is needed, and governmental action is necessary to lead the way as 

the key regulator of the industry.  However, action is not the sole responsibility of any 

stakeholder but a collective role must be recognised, accepted, and immediately, 

implemented. It must, by necessity, include a refined Government policy, enhanced 

regulation, monitoring and enforcement by GGMC, and improved education techniques 

supported by our technical institutes, University, and by the companies that profit from 

the sale of excavators, ATVs and mining equipment. In short, it is in all of our interest to 

join hands to tackle this scourge. 

 

This mining seminar under the theme “Putting Safety First in Mining: charting a course 

to cultivate compliance and strengthen enforcement”, will focus on innovative and time 

tested ways and modern mechanisms to improve the health and safety practices within 

the sector.  Education of miners is critical to achieving this goal, but before we seek to do 

so we must ourselves be up to date with the best practices that exist, areas of contextual 

relevance and the most effective means of communicating the essential messages. This 

is our opportunity to sit as equal stakeholders in a sector and craft such a plan that will 

be comprehensive and transformative.   

 

This year the GGMC and the Mining School have developed a module for General 

Managers of dredge operations and persons entering into mining with the intention of 

providing mandatory training in the various processes of mining – from financial 

management to mine pit design, construction and maintenance, and basic first aid 

techniques. This module’s content continues to evolve to meet the needs of the sector. 

The small and medium scale miners are faced with several challenges these include: 

knowing where to position their dredge to make a profit; and how to effectively come 

into compliance with the regulations and laws, that the mining sector demands. The 

Ministry of Natural Resources, together with the GGMC and the Mining School aims to 

assist them to achieve their aims. 

 

The Government has been engaged since taking office in increasing the capacity of 

sector workers to respond to the challenges in the sector and has partnered with a 
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number of agencies to meet this objective.  In January 2016, the Ministry of Natural 

Resources, with support from the IDB, commenced a Training of Trainers programme, 

which concluded two weeks ago, and sought to enhance the capacity of GGMC workers 

in the area of safe mining practices.  This followed, in April 2o16, during Occupational 

Health and Safety Month, a UNDP supported Caribbean Regional Training Workshop 

on Environment, Community, Health and Safety in the Neglected Development 

Minerals sector.   

 

It is anticipated that these capacity building opportunities that were provided will be 

useful in the successful execution of today’s main objective to create a roadmap to 

address mining safety and to arrest the deaths in this industry that we all hold dear.  

Safe, and productive mining is in the best interest of Guyana and every Guyanese.  May 

we find common ground and sound answers in our deliberations today.  

 

Thank you and God bless.  

 

 

 

 


